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THE PATRIOT.
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Thrale, who was a steady supporter of government, having again to encounter the storm of a-contested election, he wrote a short political pamphlet, entitled The Patriot^ addressed to the electors of Great - Britain; a title which, to factious men, who consider a patriot only as an opposer of the measures of government, will appear strangely misapplied. It was, however, written with energetick vivacity; and, except those passages in which it endeavours to vindicate the glaring outrage of the House of Commons in the case of the Middlesex election, and to justify the attempt to reduce our fellow-subjects in America to unconditional submission, it contained an admirable display of the properties of a real patriot, in the original and genuine sense;—a sincere, steady, rational, and unbiassed friend to the interests and prosperity of his King and country. It must be acknowledged, however, that both in this and his two former pamphlets, there was, amidst many powerful arguments, not only a considerable portion of sophistry, but a contemptuous ridicule of his opponents, which was veiy provoking.
'SIR,
'To MR. PERKINS'.
'You may do me  a very great favour.    Mrs. Williams, a
" Fare-well my dear Sir, and remember that I wish you all the success which ought to be wished you, which can possibly be wished you indeed—by an honest man." ' Piozzi's Anec. p. 242. The dissolution was on Sept. 30. Johnson, with the Thrales, as Inls Journal shows, had arrived at Beconsfield on the 24th. See ante, ii. 255, for Johnson's opinion of Burke's honesty.
1 Mr. Perkins was for a number of years the worthy superintendent of Mr. Thrale's great brewery, and after his death became one of the proprietors of it; and now resides in Mr. Thrale's house in Southwark, which was the scene of so many literary meetings, and in which he continues the liberal hospitality for which it was eminent. Dr. Johnson esteemed him much. He hung up in the counting-house a fine proof of the admirable mezzotinto of Dr. Johnson, by Doughty; and when Mrs. Thrale asked him somewhat flippantly,' Why do you put him up in the counting-house ?' he answered,' Because, Madam, I wish to have one wise man there.' ' Sir,' (said Johnson,)' I thank you. It is a very handsome compliment, and I believe you speak sincerely.'
BOSWELL.
gentlewoman
•t ipublication.
